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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled : 

Your petitioner, Leslie Combs, of the State of Kentucky, respectfully 
resresents that the late republic of Texas is justly indebted to him in the 
,sum of fifty-nine thousand dollars principal, with interest thereon at the 
rate often per centum per annum from the 1st day of March, 1839, until 
paid; and in the further sum of ten thousand dollars, with like interest 
from the 1st day of April, 1844, until paid; all which will at large appear 
by reference to the books of the treasury department of said republic, as 
well as by the bonds now in the possession of your petitioner, which he is 
ready to exhibit to your honorable bodies when required so to do, and a 
copy of one of which (marked A) he hereto annexes as a part of this petition. 
The said republic is also indebted to him in the sum of two hundred dol¬ 
lars, for which he has no bond; but he refers for proof to the records of 
said republic, and to a letter of his Excellency J. Pinkney Henderson, 
present governor of the State of Texas, herewith filed as a part of this 
petition, (marked B.) 

Your petitioner states that he made his investment in the public debt of 
Texas in the winter of 1838-’39, under the firm belief, based on the as¬ 
surance of many distinguished citizens, some of them occupying high 
public offices, that the whole debt was at that time very inconsiderable 
compared with their resources, and that it would certainly very soon be 
paid. 

He was informed that the debt aforesaid was for provisions, arms, and 
clothing furnished, and military services rendered the republic, in the 
pending war with Mexico, for the payment of which the public faith was 
solemnly pledged by law, and so much of the revenue arising from 
imports and direct taxation as might be necessary was specially appropri¬ 
ated and set apart to pay the interest thereon. 

He has never bought or sold one dollar of Texas bonds or notes since 
Iris original investment, as above stated. 
Tippin & Streeper, printers. 
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The annexation of that republic to the United States having been con¬ 

summated, her custom-houses have come under the control of the general 
government, and u all the, revenue arising from imports,” which was 
u set apart” to pay the interest on your petitioner’s bonds, has gone into 
the national treasury, and will so continue to do forever. This revenue, 
he doubts not, will, in the progress of time, be more than sufficient to pay 
the whole debt of Texas—certainly the interest upon it. Under this view 
of the case, he petitioned the last Congress of the United States for the 
payment of his bonds] and the committee of the Senate to whom the mat¬ 
ter was referred reported a resolution, referring his demand to the Presi¬ 
dent, and other appropriate officers, to ascertain what was justly due him 
from Texas. But no action was taken on said resolution. 

If an individual were thus to mortgage an estate, or u set apart” its pro¬ 
ceeds to pay a particular debt, and afterwards dispose of it, by sale or gift, 
to another, the courts of justice would be open to the injured party and 
afford ample relief. Can a nation rightfully do what would be unjust and 
dishonest in one of its citizens ? 

Your petitioner, therefore, prays Congress to pass some law for his re¬ 
lief] and, as in duty bound, he will ever pray, &c. 

LESLIE COMBS. 
December 6, 1847. 

EXHIBITS. 
0 

A. 

CONSOLIDATED FUND OF TEXAS. 

[No. 5223.] [$5,000.] 

The government of Texas acknowledges to owe to Leslie Combs fifty 
shares, of the sum of one hundred dollars each, amounting to five thousand 
dollars in the consolidated fund of Texas, created by the authority of an 
act of Congress, entitled cc An act to authorize the consolidation and fund¬ 
ing the public debt,” approved the 7th day of June, 1837] redeemable at 
the convenience of the government at any time after the 1st day of Sep¬ 
tember, 1842, and bearing an interest at the rate of ten per centum per 
annum, from the 1st day of March, 1839] payable on the 1st day of Sep¬ 
tember next, and semi-annually thereafter, upon the presentation of this 
certificate, and the corresponding dividend warrant hereto attached. 

For the payment and redemption of this stock the public faith is’hereby 
pledged, and so much of the i evenue arising from imports and direct taxa¬ 
tion as may be necessary is appropriated and hereby set apart for the 
payment of interest. 

This certificate is transferable by the said Leslie Combs, or his le^al 
attorney or representative, on the books of the stock commissioners only 

In testimony whereof, The stock commissioner has hereunto set his 
hana at the city of Houston, this 19th day of April, 1839, and the same 
is duly countersigned by the comptroller. 

James B. Iran, Acting Comptroller. 

JACKSON SMITH, 
Stock Commissioner. 
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Austin, Texas, May 18, 1846. 
Dear Sir: Your letter of the 1st of March came to hand several weeks 

since, but owing to the want of organization in the different departments 
under the State government, there was no person who could make the ex¬ 
amination necessary. Some days since, the comptroller having entered 
upon the duties of his office, and having the stock commissioner’s books 
in his care, I caused him to make the necessary examination. He did so, 
and reported that upon the books there is $69,200 stock funds in your 
name, none of which seems to be transferred. The only way in which 
stock could be transferred is upon the books in the office of the stock com¬ 
missioner. I hope, therefore, that you will find all is right, and your in¬ 
terests secure. 

I have the honor to remain vour obedient servant, 
J. PINKNEY HENDERSON. 

To Leslie Combs. 
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